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Watching students learn to read: 

Magic. 
 

Knowing how they get there: 

Science!













WHILE WE MAY NOT REALIZE IT,WHILE WE MAY NOT REALIZE IT,WHILE WE MAY NOT REALIZE IT,   
   

AS WE MOVE OUR EYES ACROSS THE PAGE, EACH WORD IS SLOWLYAS WE MOVE OUR EYES ACROSS THE PAGE, EACH WORD IS SLOWLYAS WE MOVE OUR EYES ACROSS THE PAGE, EACH WORD IS SLOWLY
   

   BROUGHT INTO THE CENTRAL REGION OF OUR RETINA, ONLY TO BEBROUGHT INTO THE CENTRAL REGION OF OUR RETINA, ONLY TO BEBROUGHT INTO THE CENTRAL REGION OF OUR RETINA, ONLY TO BE
   

   EXPLODED INTO A MYRIAD OF FRAGMENTS THAT OUR BRAIN LATEREXPLODED INTO A MYRIAD OF FRAGMENTS THAT OUR BRAIN LATEREXPLODED INTO A MYRIAD OF FRAGMENTS THAT OUR BRAIN LATER
   

   PIECES BACK TOGETHER. IT IS ONLY BECAUSE THESE PROCESSES HAVEPIECES BACK TOGETHER. IT IS ONLY BECAUSE THESE PROCESSES HAVEPIECES BACK TOGETHER. IT IS ONLY BECAUSE THESE PROCESSES HAVE
   

   BECOME AUTOMATIC AND UNCONSCIOUS, THANKS TO YEARS OFBECOME AUTOMATIC AND UNCONSCIOUS, THANKS TO YEARS OFBECOME AUTOMATIC AND UNCONSCIOUS, THANKS TO YEARS OF
   

   PRACTICE, THAT WE ARE UNDER THE ILLUSION THAT READING ISPRACTICE, THAT WE ARE UNDER THE ILLUSION THAT READING ISPRACTICE, THAT WE ARE UNDER THE ILLUSION THAT READING IS
   

   SIMPLE AND EFFORTLESS.SIMPLE AND EFFORTLESS.SIMPLE AND EFFORTLESS.
   

---DEHAENE, THE READING BRAIN-DEHAENE, THE READING BRAIN-DEHAENE, THE READING BRAIN-
200920092009









Pedagogical Recommendations
The What



Pedagogical Recommendations
The How & Why



Pedagogical Recommendations
The Who

Meaningful Interactions with Language
Increase Learner Responses

Increase Feedback 



Pedagogical Recommendations
The Framework



Pedagogical Recommendations
Assessments

Learners successfully complete activities at a high criterion level of
performance.



Explicit knowledge focused on hearing and
articulating speech sounds

Emphasis on phonemic proficiency — blending,
segmenting, and manipulating sounds in spoken
words

Screening and progress-monitoring to mastery!

Phonological Awareness (a type of knowledge)
 

Increase:

Pedagogical Recommendations
Phonological Awareness

Our Instructional Approach



Explicit, systematic, cumulative teaching of
spelling/sound correspondences and meaningful
word parts
Application of word reading skills to text
Prompting “Sound it out” before “Does it make
sense?”
Teaching sounds and spelling patterns supports
reading

Phonics (a type of instruction)
Increase:

Our Instructional Approach

Pedagogical Recommendations
Phonics



Focus on reading accuracy
Rereading, partner reading, reading with a model to
develop prosody and automaticity
Explicit, measurable goals by grade levels for oral
reading fluency and related sub-skills

Fluency (a characteristic of skilled reading)
Increase:
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Reading
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Reading

Pedagogical Recommendations
Fluency 

 Our Instructional Approach



Exposure to books and material with rich vocabulary
Encouraging inferring word meaning based on rich
discussion, explicit vocabulary and grammar instruction
Level of reading comprehension
Connected texts and topics-thematic

Vocabulary (a component of language) and Comprehension
(a goal or condition we create)

Increase:

Pedagogical Recommendations
Vocabulary & Comprehension 

Our Instructional Approach



Mystery
Science 

PNW BOCES 
Integrated

SSELA

Middle Years
Program
"Concept

Attainment"

Approaches to
Learning

"Learn How to Learn" 

Keys to 
Literacy 

Implementing 5th Grade 
Experimenting K-4th Grade

 

Reading & ESL
Training Grades K-5 
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Vocabulary Development



Action Steps 
2022-2023



Action Steps 
2022-2023



Professional Learning 

Coaching
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Action Steps 
2022-2023

Data Analysis
Principals

Building Teams



Action Steps 
2022-2023



Action Steps 
2022-2023



Action Steps 
2022-2023

Visits to Lynbrook



Continued 
Research & Learning 

The SOR small group Reading

Decodables, Skills Based, Decoding

 

 Traditional Guided
Reading 

Writing about Reading 

Reciprocal practices

Traditional
Writing Units

Vocabulary

Syntax

Grammar

VariedApproaches

MTSS

Prevention
RTI
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Continued 
Research & Learning 



Considerations & Recommendations





Integration of Systems

Curriculum
&

Instruction  

Pre-
Kindergarten

K-12 Literacy 

MTSS

SEL
Assessment

How to cultivate a PreK-12 Literacy Framework?

Approaches to
Learning
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Summary 
The Brain has plasticity; resilience factor of Growth Mindset is an indicator of reading success
despite risk factors 
RVC has alignment to SOR

There is more inquiry and learning to be done
 Science of Reading-there is science to back this up

The SOR is a Framework and consists of 5 pillars
Equal importance among the pillars (strands or components)
Not one program but a series of evidenced-based practices
Explicit, systematic, gradual release of responsibility
Complexity increases as grades progress

Implementation Science is dynamic  
Culture of learning and culture literacy practices are sustainable 
Initiatives die on the vine

Instruction and teacher efficacy are key!



Thursday was so great!  Not only did it get me excited, but I also left with many teaching techniques and ideas that I could instantly
apply with my students. 

 
On Friday, I also tried to top-down topic web with one of my fifth graders. One of his goals is to identify details that support the main
idea, so it lent itself to that beautifully. I made the model and guided practice about athletes and sports since I knew he’d be enthusiastic
and interested. I actually showed him the information in both formats, the top-down topic web and the two column notes. He said he

visually preferred the top-down topic web so we continued to use that. I could tell he enjoyed having a choice and control over his
learning. He was also really proud of himself by the end of the lesson. Interested to see how it works with other students! 

"I am going to be more reflective and aware of my 4th grade ELA curriculum. 
I was one of the authors."

This meeting challenged me to think about topics that I hadn't really given much thought to. I was able
to directly relate this to my own child and how she has benefitted from the teachers here at RVC

Explicit strategy instruction - teaches students to take control of their own learning/comprehension. Science
of Reading ROCKS.

I learned how the more I believe in my abilities, the better and more successful my
kids will be.



 Resources


